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Li '
brary Consortia a Co-Operative Platform
for Libraries

Anil Anandao Jewalikar*

ABSTRACT

COHSOI"“E is such 0 i i
rate platf m i h i mom m in
countries. g rm for libreias. It has galned omentum ever | developing

o Pr?sent paper foqused on various aspects of consortia and some Indian consortia and
eds of consortia. In this paper briefly discus about advantages and disadvantages of consortia.

Keyword: library consortia, CSIR, INDEST, INFLIBNET

The exact date of the introduction of the term library Consortia is not clear but the concept of
consortia as begin Association or partnership has long begin a principle of librarianship.

The explosion Information and inadequate library urged the libraries to adopt new Philosophers
and technologies for collection development and reduce the costs Information. Library consortium
is an Association of a group up library to achieve mutually the common objective. It is | felt that

the concept of E-journals consortia Can work well The libraries without requiring additional fees to
access the E Journal.

DEFINITION CONSORTIA

A consortium could be described as a group of organization who come together to fulfill a
combined objectively that usefully requires cooperation and the sharing of resources. And need to
have a clear mutual goal in order to insure the their success. The aim should be to deliver “More
than the sum of the individual parts”. A library consortium Formation can be local, Regional, state,
national and international.

NEED FOR LIBRARY CONSORTIUM

The consortium Is needed for libraries because of
1. Information explosion

2. Diversity of users needs

3. Financial crunch

4. Impossibility of self sub institutional

Library consortium

The word consortium has been originated from the Latin in early 19" century in the sense
partnership. Oxford advanced learner’s dictionary’s defects consortium as a group Of people,
Countries,Companions,.etc who are Working together on a particular project. A library consortiumis
a network of libraries/Information centers that agree for resource sharing in order to satisfy The

*Librarian, Shnman Bhausaheb Zadbuke Mazahavidyalaya, Barshi District Solapur. Maharashtra.
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information needs of users on the basi
reasons Formation of consortia. Better
at great saving providing enhanced |i

s of libarary cooperation. Potter (1997) Identified the following
sharing Existing resources and jointly Acquiring new resources
barary services with an emphasis on access to new elec_tromc
resources including database and service offered through the internet and the? Expediting Library

borrowing, which has evolved into providing as many electronic resources as possible at the lowest
cost to Consortia member.

Aims and objective

The main objective of the UGC-INFONETdigitallibrary consortium is.to provide access to
qualitative E-resource including full text and bibligrapjoc database to Institution at a lower rates of
subscriptions. The major aims and objectives of This consortium are as follows

I To provide access to a high quality and scullery electronic resources to a large r]umber of

Academy institutions including universities and colleges at Lower rates of subscription and
at most favorable terms and conditions

Il. To promote rapid and efficient access To scholarly Content to the users and to create and

promote users of ICT in teaching and learning in universities in India : N

lil. To extend the benefits of consortium to its associate members including private universities

and colleges

IV. To evaluate The uses of the Resources and to identify new resources that are required to
be subscribed under the programme.

V. To increase the research productivity of the institution both in terms of quality and quantity
of Publication.

Benefits

There are many many Benefits of this consortium in the modern information age. it acts asa
single window service for the big number of academic institutes, With their Research and academic
interest in India. This concert Siam make | will able resources to the participating Institute and highly
discounted rate of subscription with the most favourable term and condition of agreements. The

rate offered to the concert Siam are the lower by 60 percentage to 90 percentage depend upon
the category of Institute.

Features of the library consortia

I The collection of conservation library is enabled each member of library to support scholarly

research for it users.

Il. It provides each organization and Institute with the capacity to share their resources without
suffering in the individually off each member of library.

ll. Cooperative research Development in application of information communication and technology
enhances Service and Realise cost effectiveness.

Presents system of conservation in India

_ Several working models of library consortia as are prevailing in a difference nation and among
different group of Institute. In India some libra

ry consortia for example UGCINFONET, The INDEST,
CSIR, ISRO, DRDO. All India council of tech

: nical education and some other individual groups of
Institute have started working to difference consortia.
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The UGC-INFONET digital library consortium

launclxse??rio[r)gll(g:ge of UGC to bring qualitative change in academic world in India. It was formally
~fler brovidi er 2003 by hqnlorab[e Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, the then president of India, Soon
B pravi ing the_ Internet connectivity to the universities in the year 2003 under the ugcinfonetprogram
this cc_)nsortlum is an ambitious Program for providing access to Scolarly Electronic resources
Includlng_full text and bibliographical Database in all subjects disciplines to academics and research
Cqmmunlty in India in order to bring qualitative change in teaching, learning and research in Indian
Higher education. journals and 09 bibliographical database in various subjects from publisher and
Aggregators. Presently membership of this consortium is and thus Terms of users, this has become
the largest consortium in India.
CSIR library consortia(Council for scientific and industrial research E journals Con
the central organization for developing a consortium for csir labrotories for accessing | journals. The
activity shall range from Creation to Monitoring of the access facility of scientific periodicald published
by Leading international institutional journals. Under, csir scientists shall be able to access these
journals and download material for their respected subject. Search access to worldwide Journal
resources will play a very vital role and strengthen research and development in, csir laboratories,
Leading to knowledge generation useful for socio economic development of the country.

sortia NISCAIRIs

ROLL OF INFLIBNET

task of the INFLIBNET (Information and library network) Of the ugc is to
interconnect all educational and research institution’s in the India for pulling and sharing of library
and information resources and thereby ensure Easy availability and speed access of information
resources for all academic and Research programs in the country UGC 1998 the service of the
INFLIBNET covers all types of educational and Research institutes and government organisations
and hence it was primary responsibility to plan and established single consortium for the whole
country this should not be limited to server only the conventional University and college but include
Agricultural Veterinary Medical and engineering university all types of college governments research
institution engaged in the field of Defence space industry agriculture medicine atomic energy etc.
refund required for establishing and maintaining the proposed Indian library consortium should be
set apart the higher Centre Li in The Union budget or by individual controlling Institutions such as
UGC, ICAR, AICT, DRDO, ISR o IMC etc order establish grated information system in India.

The established

IINDEST

. The ministry of human resources development as setup Indian national digital library in engineering
science anfj technology known as indest. The benefit of this consortia patient subscription to Electronic
resources is not confirm to 38 major technological Institute in the country but it also extended to all

AICTE Accredited and ugcaffilated Institute joined to the con sotium.

CONCLUSION

lera.ry consortia providing for physical and electronic delivery of materials and integrating
the colle.ctlon development process are all district and crucial step in moving towards the 21!
century Ilbr.ary it is case clear early identify dynamics represent in important goals and milestones
for measuring our common progress on a journal through a new and I'm family landscape concert
yaar tools which will add in exploring the features of the research that as well as in effective

saving.



